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‘* BEHOLD I BRING YOU GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.” 
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REVIVAL IN CEYLON. 

Extracts of a Letter from the Rev. Daniel Poor, 
to the Corresponding Secretaries of the American 
Board, dated Dec, 10, 1834, communicated for the 
Bostou Recorder, 


It awakens peculiar joy and thansgiving to God, that | 


T now have occasion to address you in terms of stronger 
emphasis than heretofore, while speaking “ of the glo- 
rious honor of God's majesty aud of his woudrous 
works” among us. Afier a loug night of tedious watch- 
ing and labors, He hath once more appeared ia his glory 
to build up our languishing Zion, and té show ihe won- 
ders of condeséending grace in the sight of the heathen. 
He hath appeared to our joy, and caused vs to know 
that blessed are all they that wait for his appearing, 
[tis my object at present to seud you a journal of 
nine days, which contains a concise statement of pro- 
ceedings at a protracted meeting, held in the Seminary 
at Batticotta, from Weduesday morning of the 12th to 
the 16th ult. and continued in the Female Seminary at 
Oodooville, from the 17th to Thursday the 20th of the 
same month. It may be propor here to re:nark, that 
during the last two or three years we have been permit- 
ted to prosecute the various objects of the mission, not 
only without serious interruptions, but in several 
respects with increased energy aud apparent success.— 
But as to the grand particular to which every 
other species of success is but subordinate, we have 
been left to mourn that all our stations were as well 
sown fields from which the rain of heaven is withheld. 
At our quarterly meeting in July last, while taking an 
extended survey of the waste places of our Zion, we 
Were led rather forcib.y to the conclusion, that we had 
™ Various ways fairly tried our own strength and found 


must look away from each other, and from the system 
of means we have put in operation, and look moro 
earnestly unto the Lord, feeling that the needed help 
must coune from him alone. 

On Wednesday morning, Nov. 12th, the brethren 
Spaulding and Scudder, agreeable to appointment come 
to Batticotta with the expectation of tarrying at least 
three days. There were now at the station six breth- 
ren; three of whom however, were able to render but 
little assistance at the meeting, except by their prayers 
and councils in English. 

Here it may be remarked, that it was our intention 
to hold our meetings daily for the people without our 
gates; but in consequence of the continued rains, our 
labors were confined almost exclusively to the Semina- 
rists. A prayer meeting was heid with them on Wed- 
uesday evening, in connection with reading appropriate 
portions of Scripture. On Thursday morning, a great 
while before day, a prayer meeting was held by many 
of the youth at one of their prayer houses, by which it 
appeared that a few at least were arroused to attend 
to the important subjects that had been brought before 
them. ‘lhe course of labor commenced on Wednesday 





was continued with little variation till Saturday noon. 
During these four days, the usual studies of the Semi- 
jnary were suspended, and all were required to be in 
| their rooms at hours usually alloted to stady, unless en- 
| gaged in attending religious meetings. 

As we proceeded from day to day, it was evident that 
the minds of a considerable number both of church 
| members and others were roused to attend with interest 
|to the important duties iu which we were engaged. A 
majority however, of the Seminarisis appear to be bu 
little affected, although they were quite ready to atteud 
religious meetings. Our minds were at different times 
much agitated alternately by hope and fears. The most 
marked evidence that we saw for several days, that the 
Lord was present with us and favorably regased our ef- 
forts, was, that a spirit of earnest prayer and supplica- 
tion was given to those who were mure particularly 
concerned in the work—both to the missionaries aud 
some of the native members of the church. On Fri- 
day, at morning prayer in the chapel,—the account of 
our Lord's casting out unclean spirits, mentioned in the 
9th chapter of Mark, was read. ‘Che words addressed 
to the disciples in answer to the inquiry, why could not 
we cast him out? appeared to be in a pointed manuer 
applicable to us under existing circumstances, and in- 
duced us to regard the day as a season of fasting and 
prayer. 

On this occasion the principal topics brought before 
us were, the boundless provisions of the gospel through 
the great atoning sacrifice. ‘The fullness and freeness 
of the offers of salvation, even to the heathen, and the 
evidence we have already wituessed of the special pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, of his awakening, convicting 
and comforting influences. At morning prayers in the 
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chapel on Saturday, the account of the Sy:ophenecian 
woman wasread. It appeared to be full of meaning to 
us, and we regarded it as the text for the day. At nine 
o'clock we held separate meetings, for personal conver- 
sation with those of each of the five classes who are 
not members of the church. At half past 10 o’clock, 
Nathaniel Niles preached a sermon from the text, “I 
have vowed unto the Lord and cannot go back.” At 
the close of the exercise, which was on the fourth day 
of the meeting, our hopes of immediate success were 
less elevated than they had been on preceeding days.— 
We felt constrained however, from a sense of moral 
deselation, if not of despondency, to offer more earnest 
supplication unto the Lord, and in imitation of the poor 
woman, on her fourth application, te draw near and 
worship him. On this day it was, that we became ac- 
quainted with some occurrences, among the members of 
the first class, which afforded us pleasing evidence that 
the Lord had began to graut the desire of our hearts. 
Five or six individuals, members of the class, who were 


numbers and as to their ages, their circumstances in 
other respects were widely different. ‘The females were 
living as a family under Christian influence, and some 
of them already awakened to the importance of sceking 
an interest in Christ. The boys were still living with 
heathen parents, and were evidently thoughtless, or on 
their guard against the influence of divine truth. The 
former, when dismissed, retired to their prayer rooms 
and held meetings among themselves; the latter return- 
ed to their houses and probably joined their heathen 
— in making light of the invitations of the gos- 
P The course of labor commenced on Monday was con- 
tined with slight alteration for four days. In the course 
of the first three days which I was permitted to spend 
at the station, I witnessed many things of deep interest 
which [ need not now particularly relate; but the re- 
membrance of which will I trust, never be effaced. I 
obtained some comparatively new and impressive views 
as to the nature and efficacy of intercessory prayer. I 
wit d mosre marked evidence of the presence of the 





among the first in the class, in regard to family connex- 
ious and their standing as scholars, had, as it appears, 
taken counsel fur some months past, and formally re- 
solved that they would not become Christians. But we 
now learnt by the frank and feeling confessions of most 
of these individua's, that their views and feelings were 
eutirely changed, and that they were resolved to use 
their influence in promoting the cause they had recent- 
ly aud strongly opposed. It is impossible to say what 
influence, the conduct of these individuals had upon the 
other Seminarists, but it was doubtless very considera- 
ble, as from this time it was more evideut that many 
were awakened to seek the salvation of their souls. 

We were still further encouraged by notes received 
from one of the native members of the church at Oo- 
dooville, informing us that there was special attention 
to religious subjects at that station, both among the 
church members and the females in the Seminary ; that 
they had held several meetings which were particularly 
interesting, and that all were desirous that the missiona- 
ries should come and hold protracted meetings at that 

lace. 

Iu our course of reading from the Scriptures on Fri- 
day, on the subject of the gifts and offices of the Spirit 
our feelings would not permit us to proceed frather than 
the ten days’ prayer meeting, held in the upper room, 
previous to the day of Pentecost. But on Sabbath 
morning, the second chapter of Acts appeared to be an 
appropriate portion, to be read at the morning prayers 
in the Seminary chapel. It was indeed a favored sea- 
con and we could not but indulge joyful anticipations of 
a special refreshing from ou high. Several meetings 
were held in the course of the morning with the Semin- 
arists, the school masters, and Sabbath school children 
from the village schools. 

On the following day, Mouday 17, Messrs. Spauld- 
ing, Scudder and myself went to Oodooville, where ar- 
rangements had been made for a meeting of several 
days. On our arrival, we were happy to find evideace 
of the truth of what we had heard, that a few were in 
a special manner attentive to the coocerns of their souls. 
At\nine o’olock a meeting was held iu the chureh, with 
the'native church members from that station and from 
Manepy. At this meeting, it appeared that there was 
some preparation on the part of the church for a special 
visit from on high. This appeared from the fervency of 
the prayers that were offered and from a disposition to 
speak of past deficiencies, and to coufess their faults.— 
At haf past ten o’clock, the native church members re- 
tired to another prayer meeting; while the three breth- 
ren held a meeting in the church, with about 50 girls be- 
longing to the boarding school, who are not members of 
the church ; and with about the same number of lads 
belonging to the English day schools at Oodooville and 
Menepy. Though these companies were equal as to 





Spirit to give efficacy to his word upon the hearts and 
consciences of the hearers, than I have ever before seen. 
Many of thoughtless heathen school boys are brought 
into a serious and solemn frame of mind. Most of the 
native girls are evidently brought under conviction of 
sin aud of their perishing need of a Saviour. And even 
some of the native heathen school masters, who have 
been hardening their hearts for many years, while un- 
der a course of Christian instruction, but living in the 
secret practice of idolatry, furnished evidence that the 
word of God is in truth the sword of the Spirit. The 
native church members were evidently greatly revived, 
strengtheved, and comforted. 

These effects were in full accordance with what I had 
long supposed must be the necessary results when the 
Lord should, according to his promise, come down like 
rain upon the mown grass, and visit his heritage with a 
rain of righteousness. 

Early on Wednesday morning, feeling that we could 
not be mistaken as to the subject of a special visitation 
from on high, we addressed a short circular letter to our 
orethren at the different stations, stating in few words 
what we witnessed at Batticotta and Qodouvile, aud 
suggesting that jt was time for us all to arise and build. 
This circular led to the appointment of the ensuing Fri- 
day as a day of fasiing and prayer at each of our sta- 
tions with reference to the extension of the good work; 
and also to the appointment of Wednesday of the fol- 
lowing week, for the special convocation at Oodooville 
of the scven churches in our mission. The object of 
this latter meeting was, to present ourselves unitedly be- 
fore the Lord for his blessing ; to take up the stumbling 
blocks, and to inquire, what is necessary on our part to 
prepare the way for the coming of the kingdom of God 
among the heathen? 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, while we were enga- 
ed at Oodooville, we received many notes from the 
eminarists at Batticotta, from which it appeared that 

there was increasing anxiety in the minds of several, 
and that others were rejoicing in hope of obtaining par- 
don and eternal life through Jesus Christ. On the peru- 
sal of several of the notes, it was forcibly suggested to 
my mind, that probably no other course of disciplive 
would have given so powerful an impulse te the intel- 
lect of the seminarists, as had been given by the pecu- 
liar exercises of the preceeding week. ence it ap- 
peared that that course of proceeding which, in some 
points of view, might be considered an inter: uption to 
their progress in learning, was, in fact, an efficient aux- 
iliary even in that particular. . ; 

On Wednesday evening, the 19th, after public service 
in the church at Oodoovills, returned to Batticotta. On 
Thursday morning, it appeared to be most seasonable 
that we should hold a meeting for special thanksgiving 





were | 
exhor' 
Savio 
at leas 
sentin 
one wl 
dred a 


propos 


himsel 


viduall 











1835.] RELIGIOUS I 


NTELLIGENCER. 51 





to God for the many mercies of the eight preceding 
days. For this purpose all on the premises convened 
at 7 o'clock in the seminary chapel. Among the top- 
ies for special praise and thanksgiving, I felt constrain- 
ed to mention first, the goodness of God to me, in re- 
moving in some measure the clouds which had long in- 
terposed between my soul and the realities of the un- 
seen world,—that it was owiug to this circumstance 
that I was enabled to speak to them more freely than 
heretofore of these momentous subjects, and to wige 
upon their attention those truths which take hold of 
their eternal destinies. On this occasion, it was natur- 
alto take a retrospect of some of the dark seasons 
through which we have passed, by way of contrast with 
what we now felt and witnessed. This view of the 
subject gave rise to the reading of the last six of the 
psalms by six individuals, mostof whom were with me 
almost from the commencement of the boarding school 
system at Tillipally. After the reading of each psalm, 
we joined in singiug a single verse of the hymn, consist- 
ing of six stanzas, “* Mercy,O, thou son of David ;” 
alter singing, the native member of the church who 
read the psalm led iu a short prayer. Before reading 
the 150th psalm in Tamul, Mr. Eckard read the same 
psalm in English and prayed. At the close of this ex - 
ercise, which had been unintentionally continued more 
than two hours and a half, [ read in ‘Tamul the ** Te 
Deum ;” after which all who could sing united in sing- 
ing the Doxology. 

At half past 10 o’elock a church meeting was held, at 
which the question was considered, What is the duty of 
each individual at such a time as this? This also was 
a season of unusual interest. It was concluded that 
we ought to consider it an imperative duty to strive to- 
gether to promote each other’s growth in divine knowl- 
edge and grace ; and to begin auew to pray for the pros- 
perity of the church. It was thus proposed that we 
would regard the prayer offered by Paul for the Ephe- 
sians, chap. iii, 1O—21, as a specimen of the manuer in 
which we will account it our duty and privilege to pray 
for each other. It was also suggested, that each mem- 
ber of the church should commit that prayer to memo- 
ry, and be ready to attend to an exposition of it, on some 
future occasion. It was then deliberately read, while 
all were in a kneeling posture, and thus formally iu- 
troduced to the notice of the church members, under 
impressions that will not be soon forgotten. 

Soon after the church meeting was closed, a meet- 
ing was held for the benefit of those who professed to 
be earnestly engaged iu seeking the salvavion of their 
souls, On this occasion about sixty four persons as- 
sembled, who testified by their countewances that they 
were more than usually ready to listeu to the word of 
exhortation. 1 addressed them from the words of our 
Saviour, ** Remember Lot's wife.” 1 regarded them, 
atleast very many of them, as persons agitated by two 
sealiments or opinions of very opposite tendency; the 
one urging them back to Sodom, where are their kin- 
dred and possessions, and the other urging them to flee 
to the strong hold for safety in the straight and narrow 
path of holy obedience. The word spoken appeared 
to be attended with divine power; and many evidently 
felt that the place was “ none other than the.house of 
God and the gate of heaveu.” Having endeavored to 
set before them the nature and extent of the demands 
of the gospel, and feeling that their destinies for eterni- 
ty might be suspended on the decisions of an hour, I 
propesed that it should be their sole Lusiness during the 
remainder of the day, each ove apart, to deliberate with 
himself before God, and resolutely to resolve whether 
to serve the Saviour or the world. This meeting was 
closed about 1 o'clock, P. M. and another appointed for 
the evening at 7 o'clock, at which all who were dis- 
posed to do it, would have opportunity fur stating, indi- 
vidually, the decisions which they might form. It be- 


ing known how most of the Seminarists were to be em- 
ployed, the afternoon was a season of much prayer by 
all at the station who were interested for the salvation 
of souls. At the commencement of the meeting in the 
evening, about half an hour was spent in reading aud 
expounding those passages of Seripture in which our 
Saviour instructs those who would become his followers, 
to count the cost, to take up their cross and follow him. 
After these introductory remarks, I requested each ove 
in order as he was seated, to express as concisely as the 
nature of the case would admit, the decision he had 
formed on the weighty subject which had been referred 
to him. It was a season of deep solemnity, and all pre- 
sent seemed to feel that we were engaged in serious bu- 
siness. Each, one, as requested, expressed the sub- 
stance of his views and intentions, speaking generally 
from one to two minutes. There was much variety in 
the manner of expression, but the substance of the re- 
marks of each one present was, from this time and on- 
ward, he was resolved to serve the Lord Jesus as his 
Saviour ard portion. The vumber was sixty-seven, all 
of whom, with two or three exceptions, were members 
of the seminary. After exhorting them to evince the 
sincerity of their professions by lives of obedience to the 
gospel, [ commended them by prayer to the great Head 
of the church. I should have been greatly astonished 
at the results of this meeting, had they not been in full 
accordance with many things I had recently witnessed. 
Though joy and thanksgiviug are the predominant feel- 
ings of my heart, I could not but feel in some degree 
oppressed, in prospect of the weighty duties and re- 
sponsibilities of watching for souls under circumstan- 
ces so critically interesting. {[ have learnt something by 
painful experience of the long continued and strength 
consuming agitations of hope and fear, which await the 
missionary from the moment he sees a heathen awake 
to the realities of eternity, until he cau, on safe grounds, 
rejoice over him as one established in the faith, and 
walking iu the truth. In this connection the parable of 
the sower has, for many years, been to my mind, a fa- 
vorite and most instructive portion of divine truth, It 
is a standard exhibition of the results of the preached 
word, applicable to all times and to all places. It will, 
I have no doubt, be illustrated iv a striking manner by 
the numerous cases of those who are now the particu- 
lar objects of our solicitude. Though it may hereafter 
appear that many of these may be fitly compared to 
good seed that fell in stony places, or among the thorns, 
the anticipation of this must not prevent our rejoicing 
in the belief that some of them will be like the seed that 
feel in good ground, bringing forth, some thirty, some 
sixty, and some an hundred fold. 

Some ot our young men are put to the test at an ear- 
ly period. A member of our first class, who is from 
what is considered a high family, in au adjacent parish, 
reports, that ou stating to his parents some of his new 
views aud i:.tentions, he would have been beaten hy 
his enraged father, had not his mother interposed in his 
behalf. Avother member of the same class informed 
me that his parents were Roman Catholics: on being 
informed by him that he had become a Protesiant, first 
seriously expostulated with him, and then threatened 
to cast themselves into the well, if he did not desist 


from his purpose. Both of these young men have ex- 
pressed a determination to persevere iv their Christian 
course. 

The late occurrences at the siation have awa! d 
the attention of many of the surrounding heathen, some 


of whom manifest an unusual degree of readinoss to 
listen 10 the truths of the gospel.—One of our most 
intelligent heathen schoulmasters, who has been wade 

Christian instruction for many years, observed (hat he 
never understood what the missionaries meant by the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, until be heard the semina 





rists pray and exhort in the church on the l6ihult. He 
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thought they could not have spoken in such a manner, 
unless they had some special assistance. 

_ tis very encouraging to know thal those young men 
in the first class, who, one month ago, were taking 
counsel against the Lord, and against his anointed, are 
now taking counsel with each other en the subject of 
soon finishing their studies in the seminary, that they 
may be employed in preaching Christ and him crucified 
to their perishing countrymen. 

I should bring down my joarnal to the present time, 
were I not heavily pressed with duties of a more im- 
portant nature. I may observe, however, in a word, 
that some special exertions have been made in the mis- 
sion seminary at Nellore, and also in the town of Jaff- 
na. In each place there have been encouraging ap- 
pearances, and we trust, a few conversions. ‘Though 
we feel it to be a daty and privilege to aid our brethren 
of other missions in the good work of preaching the 
word; our proper business is at our own stations in the 
country, at each of which we propose to hold, in regu- 
lar order, a protracted meeting of wren days, Tilli- 
pally is the next station to be visited. Eight or ten per- 
sons, at that place, have already been roused to seek the 
Saviour, some of whom, we trust have been born into 
the kingdom. 





MORE OF THE REVIVAL IN CEYLON. 


The account of this work is brought down to a later 
date in the following extracts from a letter of Mrs. 
Hutchings to a friend in this country, dated Oodooville, 
Jan. 5, 1835, on the evening of the day of prayer for the 
conversion of the world. 


Since early in November we have been witnessing 
the salvation of God. The first appearance of the bles- 
sing was in connection with the labors of the brethren 
in the Seminary (at Battacotta.) The most signal and 
prominent thing in the work was, that a club of 7 or 8 
of the first young men in the senior class, who some time 
before had combined with mutual promise and counsel, 
mever onany account to adopt the Christian religion, 
were, in one day, and without exception brought to ac- 
knowledge themselves lost sinners, and soon to profess 
— as their Saviour. The whole seminary was sha- 

en. 

The brethren next felt themselves drawn to Oodooville 
and on the second or third day found many under deep 


convictions, and some hoping in Christ. “The spirit of | P 


prayer from that time poured on the girls has been re- 
markable, the voice of prayer being heard some weeks 
almost all the time, day and night, either from the pri- 
vate prayer room, or the meeting room. 

The brethren also went to Nellore and labored in the 
English school of native boys under the care of the 
Church Mission brethren. They were there during two 
most solemn days, and deep impressions were made.— 
Eight of the boys still appear well. 

everal day’s labor among the nominally Christian 
population, of the city of Jaffna was attended with 
some striking indications of God’s blessing, and the 
arousing of the wrath of the enemy, and hopeful con- 
versions, which were not expected there ; but the Lord's 
thoughts are not as our thoughts. 

Some labors among school masters, servants, &c. at 
Ti. !ipally, also resulted in hopeful conversions. 

A ‘meeting was held at Oodooville of inquirers from all 
the stations, which 160 attended. Among these was a 
man of some learning aud rank, who has long been a 
achool master at Battieotta, but a firm heathen and ob- 
stinate opposer. On hearing some of the boys describe 
the recent change in their feelings he said, ** Now I see 
what the work of the Holy Spirit is, [never understood 
it before? and he appeared to be ready to receive the 


Lord Jesus, 





A door seemed next opened for special labors at 
Manepy. For six days, meetings were held at all hours 
from midnight round to midnight. At these meetings, 
(100 or more in all,) 40 or heathen, wholly uncon- 
nected with the station, were usually present, and list- 
ened in solemn silence. We heard of scarcely any op- 

sition to the boys who professed to be seeking the 

rd. Manepy is an unusually promising field for la- 
bors of this kind. 

The Oodooville out schools next occupied the brethren; 
and although on the second day when inquirers were 
requested to stay, all the boys ee - two started and 
ran, as in triumph from the room, next day 18 or 
20 professed to be anxious: one of whom was a boy, 
who heretofore advanced blasphemous cavils in the Sa 
bath school. The bearding school girls exhorted the 
out-school children with many tears from day to day, 
and prayed for them with importunity. They also re- 
peatedly collected their mothers and other friends, and 
exhorted aud prayed with them in like manner. 

Last Friday and Saturday the brethren were at Pan- 
diteripo, where was much encouragement, and they 
hope three or four conversious among the girls. Two 
boys one day arose, and said they would never leave 
their idols, and one of them maintained, that he had 
heard them speak and seen them walk; the next day 
—_ felt that they were sinners and that idols were vain 
and that the Lord Jesus Christ alone could save them. 

Mr. Hutchings asked Nicholas, (a church member, 
with whose name you have long been familiar,) what 
the people thought of these things ameng the children ? 
He said, they believe they are sincere ; they do not think 
much of the professions of many of the church mem- 
bers, but they believe these children are sincere. How 
can they do otherwise when some of them have gone 
with tears to their parents and begged them to leave 
their sins and belicve in Jesus. 


Concert of prayer for the conversion of the World. 


The order of exercises to day was—prayer meeting 
from 7 to half past 8—for prayer that “every valley 
might be exalted and every mountain made a plain,” 
&c. iu the hearts of the whole christian world, that the 
way for a full blessing on the day might be prepared.— 
Breakfast at 9. Meeting from 10 till 1—prayer (inter- 
spersed with appropriate scripture reading and singiug) 
Ist, for China ; 2d, for lndia ; 3d, Mahometan countries; 
4th, Africa; 5th, Papal countries. In the afternoon, 
rayers—Ist, (1 was absent,) 2d, American unevangel- 
ized vations, and islands of Pacific; 3d, the true church 
of God, one body, a peculiar people; 4th, ministers 
and missionaries ; 5th, Lord what wilt thou have us to 
do”’—followed by some propositions of plans and devi- 
ces, and songs of praise 

Mr. Hutchings writes on the next day—* We have 
been at Manepy this morning tu attend a meeting of the 
children. It was the regular day for the meeting of 
our schvols,—and of course there were many who had 
no anxiety about their souls. But when those were re- 
quested to rise who had concern, a large number got up; 
several from Panditeripo and Oodcoville. Brother 
Scudder and I talked to all of them, and then I took 
those who were careless into another room, and talked 
with them. Some of the girls of this school were pre- 
sent, and talked and prayed with them. After urging 
them to repent, and give their hearts immediately to 
Christ, 8 or 10 boys, and 3 or 4 girls arose and appear- 
ed to have some anxiety for their souls, and said, “* We 
are determined to be Christians.” Some however, said 
“ We are determined not to seek the Saviour.” “ Well, 
then, whom will you serve?” asked Dr. Scudder.— 
They answered, “Sivum.” It may be the Lord will 
make this very determination to oppose him, the means 
of their conversion. Whatever may be the result in re- 
gard to many of these youth, we have reason to think 
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a humber have really given themselves to the Saviour ; 
and if the others should loose their impressions and go 
back, it is very evident that some of them have felt the 
foree of divine truth; and that they will hereafter have 
very little attachment to idolatry. 

With regard to the girls here, I can truly say, that if 
a spirit of prayer and love for the Bible, and intense de- 
sire for the salvation of those who are dead in sin, are 
evidences of a change of heart, we have as much rea- 
son to believe that 25 of them are the children of God, 
as we have of the subjects of a revival at home. In- 
deed some of them have manifested a most lovely spir- 
it, and have abounded in hope and in the joy of the Ho- 
ly Ghost.—N. Y. Obs. 


PRtacellaneous. 


PREACHING. 
Preach—the preaching that I bid thee.—Jonan, 


iti. 2. 

What business had he to preach any thing else ? 
Certainly, if a man of veracity, he could not preach 
any thing else as a message from God. 

But might he not add his own opinion in his own 
name? Certainly he could, without being guilty of 
falsehood. But how would it have sounded? What 
impression would the mixture have made? Suppose 
him to have gone to Nineveh, and preached, ‘ Thus 
saith the Lord, yet forty days, and Nineveh: shall be 
destroyed—and I think—so and so.” “ Give ear, O 
ye people of Nineveh, to the Lord and me. The 
Lord saith that in forty days this city shall be destroy- 
ed; and I can prove, on philosophical principles, 
that there is no impossibility in it.” ‘* Thus saith the 
Lord: yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be destroy- 
ed. And thus saith Jonah: The message which the 
Lord has sent by me is not incredible ; for there are 
numerous and warlike nations within forty days’ 
‘narch of Nineveh, who may come upon the city with 
one consent, and pull down its walls, and burn its 
palaces with fire. Whether your destruction will be 
effected in this way, is a matter of opinion. It may 
be so, or it may not. I do not propose it as some 
thing which you must believe, but I urge the possibil- 
ity of it, as an answer to divers objections against the 
credibility of the message that I bring. Besides, your 
city may be swallowed up by an earthquake. And 
yet again, Nineveh may be here put, a figure 
of speech, for its inhabitants; and they may all be 
destroyed by the sirocco, or by the pestilence. You 
are bound, therefore, by the validity of my arguments, 
to cast away your objections, and by the authority of 
the Lord, to believe the message which he has sent, 
and which I have shown not to be incredible.” Had 
Jonah any right to preach such a sermon? or was it 
his duty to preach the preaching which the Lord bade 
him, and nothing else? Suppose, however, that he 
ventured to do it. 

Jonah could hardly address all the inhabitants of 
Nineveh personally in forty days. It would be desi- 
rable, and very natural, that some of those who first 
repented at bis preaching, should go forth and warn 
their fellow citizens. This, we apprehend, would be 
the more necessary, because his message, thus diluted 
by the admixture of his own speculations, would be less 
powerful in its effects on the hearers. —They go forth, 
and one of them lifts up his voice and says ;—‘ Thus 





‘and Nineveh shall be destroyed. How this destruc- 
tion shall be effected, the prophet does not positively 
declare. Some of his expressions, however, compar 
with our history and the present state of our foreign 
relations, leaves no reasonable doubt, that it will be 
by the sword of the enemy. Our first duty is, to re- 
pent, and fast in sackcloth and ashes. Next as faith 
without works is dead, we should take wise measures 
to avert the impending ruin. Let the fortresses be 
repaired and manned. Let food be laid up in store- 
houses to sustain aseige. Above all, let ambassadors 
be sent to the Chaldeans, the Persians, the nations of 
Arabia and Syria, and all others whom we have plun- 
dered and oppressed, offering release to all captives 
and ample restoration of goods, and asking conditions 
of peace.” 

Another goes forth and proclaims, “* Thus saith 
Jonah from the mouth of the Lord: yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be destroyod. This distruction no 
reasonable man can doubt, will be by an earthquake. 
Our city is great and walled up toheaven. The te:- 
ror of our arms is upon all the nations. A confedera- 
cy against us is altogether improbable. If fcrmed 
among distant nations, our tributaries would keep 
them at bay more thar forty days. But the horrors 
of the earthquake,—at what moment may they not 
come? And what else can so completely whelm 
these cloud-capped towers and gorgeous palaces in 
ruins? Repent, then, and beseech the Lord to spare 
ocr lives. And let our prayers be accompanied with 
corresponding cfforts. Let us remove from under 
roofs, which will soon fall and crush us. Let us re- 
pair to the fields.” 

Another, on the same authority, proclaims the de- 
struction of the city by the Sirocco, and urges that, 
as the fortieth day draws nigh, all shall retire to their 
houses, and close every avenue by which the deadly 
blast can enter. And another still proclaims dest: uc- 
tion by the plague, and calls for the use of suitable 
precautions. 

In such a case, how do you suppose the work of pro- 
moting repentance would go on ? 

The first named peacher happens to hear one of 
the discourses of the second.—If the reader wishes 
to see a picture of the contest which might very nat- 
urally spring up in such a case, between the sword 
theology and the earthquake theology, he may draw 
it himself. 

Would it not be better that all should obey the 
command, ** Preach the preaching that I bid thee t”’ 
If they should all drop, at once and entirely, their 
several theories, by which they have been endeavor- 
ing to explain the message and remove objections, 
and should confine themselves to the work of publish- 
ing the divine declaration, “ yet forty days, and Nine- 
veh shall be destroyed,” what would become of their 
theological quarrels? And what would be the influ- 
ence of their labors ?— Boston Rec. 





From the Vermont Chronicle. 
PASTORAL CONVERSATION, 
1 will relate a conversation I had with W. on the 
— of prayer. 
- said, “there is a great want of the spirit of 


prayer in our church. The minister has no faith, If 
they had, we should, I know we should, have a revi- 





saith the Lord by his prophet Jonah: yet forty days, 





val at once in our congregation. But they did net 
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take hold of the promises in prayer. God always 
hears and answers the prayer of faith. I wish we had 


| 


no one in particular finds his own feelings met and 
satisfied.” ‘1 do not mean that, exactly. I wish 


a different minister, who would rouse up the dead and | he would be all awake, and pray for people by name, 


sleepy members of our church.” 


Do you think and and stir them up by prayer. 


If their names were 


feel just so, Mr. W.?” “ YesI do.” ‘ Very well, ‘called out in prayer, it would startle them, and rouse 


why don’t you pray in faith for your minister, and the stupidity of the whole congregation. 


In some 


your dead and sleepy church-members? You say | places they do so.” ‘ And what do you take prayer 
God always hears and answers the prayer of faith. to be; a means appointed by God to startle men! ! 


God will hear and answer your prayer of faith, and A methed of exhortation ! 


A means to be used to 


then the matter is done up to your satisfaction. Why | produce an effect on an audience !” ‘ Why, not ex- 


do you stand and complain about others, and not go 
and do what you say they ought todo?” “I was 
not talking of my duty, but of that of the minister, 
and the church.” ‘ I know that; but you was ex- 
pressing a vexed spirit with them, when, according 
to your own showing, if you had the spirit of prayer, 
which you said they ought to have, you would have 
put them right in a much more Christian way, than 
by complaining about them. It is true enough that 
things do not go as they ought to go, in your church; 
but the way to right them is not to keep talking, and 
finding fault, and feeling vexed about it. Any body 
may keep a family in turmoil all day, who keeps fret- 
ting about the house, just as you do in your church. 
Nor is that the way to keep things right in your own 
heart. You should pray, and suffer your soul to be 
filled with the spirit of prayer, which is a spirit of be- 
seeching tenderness, and then you will go to your 
brother, and ask, ‘ come, now, let us pray together. 
Where two or three are met together in Christ’s 
name, he will be with them. Let us pray together.’ 
Thus you might impart your own heavenly spirit. 
But, if with excited feelings, you go to find fault, you 
will impart the same irritating spirit ; and each will 
go to complaining about the other ; and then end with 
a lurking enmity towards each other: There is sure- 
ly a more excellent way.” ‘ Well, I will try the 
method you recommend, but | think it will do no 
good.” ‘ Think it will dono good! Why, do you 
not think your brethren are Christians?” “O, I 
hope some of them are.” “ And if they are Chris- 
tians, can you not move them by going and showing 
to them the spirit of Christ? Will they abuse and 
evil entreat the spirit of Christ, which you show them? 
Will they eschew that spirit in you, which is life in 
them ? No, no, that is impossible, if you continue 
with perseverance to show the spirit of Christ. If 
you do not show it with perseverance, they may think 
you have not got it, and will reject your kindly in- 
fluence, because of your fickleness abd pertness.— 
But if you continue to show the spirit of Christ, in 
the end, they will acknowledge it, and rejoice in fol- 
lowing whithersoever it leads, with you ; or else they 
have not the spirit of Christ themselves.” ‘ Well, 
’ I will follow your advice.” ‘* Do; but be sure you 
are faithful in persevering to show the spirit of 
Christ.” 

** Our minister,” W. said after a few moments 
pause, ‘ does not seem to me to pray as particularly 
and as earnestly, as [ want to see a minister.” “Per- 
haps that is true. There are but few ministers who 
are eminent for that private meditation, and those 
deep experiences, on which earnest and fervent pray- 
er depends for its aliament. I have long thought 
they do not generally study to pour out their own 
deep feelings, but try to express their thoughts in a 
general way, to accommodate every body, and thus 





actly so, perhaps ; but something of that kind. They 





do so sometimes in » especially when they 
have a protracted meeting.” ‘ Well, suppose they 
do, is that what you understand prayer to be ordain- 
ed of God for? Is that what you intend, when you 
pray? Is that what you intend, when you join in 
prayer? And are you looking out to see how well 
you can hit off some particular case by a nice selec- 
tion of words, when you pray yourself ; and are you 
inquiring how well your minister is doing it from 
Sabbath to Sabbath? I beg you look within your 
own bosom, and you will see at once, that such a 
state of mind is any thing rather than being possessed 
with a spirit of prayer. JI am sorry to hear any ex- 
perienced Christian man talk ia this strain. Any 
man may produce effect by doing or saying odd and 
curious things in the pulpit, but for the love of truth 
and mercy let prayer—the express desire of a bro- 
ken-hearted spirit, be kept for its own simple, appro- 
priate, heavenly object. I have heard ministers 
pray, and have heard persons ask for prayers, when 
it seemed as though they were not thinking of God, 
but were praying to the audience, to excite, and 
alarm, and arouse particular persons, or particular 
classes of persons. Would you have your minister do 
so?” “No, but is it not proper to pray for particu- 
lar persons, and particular objects?” ‘ Certainly 
it is. You may and ought to pray to God for almost 
every thing, and to receive it as his gift. But that is 
praying to God, and not ignorantly or worse, using 
the solemn feelings of prayer for another purpose 
than that for which God has called them into exer- 
cise.” The evening was spent, and we about to sep- 
arate. ‘Let us have a short prayer,” W. said. 
** Shall I seek in prayer to speak so as to affect you ?” 
** Me, no, surely ; pray To Gop, that he may guide 
and enlighten us on this, and all subjects on which we 
need to be enlighted.” 

We kneeled down and prayed. We forgot our- 
selves in the ardor of our petitions that God! God !! 
the blessed God!!! might be glorified in us, that we 
might live to him, that we might be like him, that 
we might enjoy him forever. 

OseRLIN. 





SPEECH 


OF HON. MR. FRELINGHUYSEN, BEFORE THE AMERI- 
CAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


There are considerations connected with our coun- 
trv, that present causes for melancholy apprehensions. 
The spirit of freedom, with all its rich benefits, is 
not without its dangers. Every mind in any meas- 
ure acquainted with its own operations, knows that 
there are propensities within us which require con- 
trol—that must be brought into subjection to whole- 
some regulations and discipline. 
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Now one startling danger lies in the very heart of 
our blessings. We are too proud of our liberties and 
of our country. Self confidence is engendered, and 
a spirit of individual independence almost too strong 
for law. We are our own rulers—we boast—P oliti- 
cally, it is true.—The fear is reasonable that we shall 
practically refuse or deny the authority evea of our 
own rulers There is a constant propensity to break 
away from all restraints. ‘ Resistance,” “liberty,” 
* independence,” * the rights of man,” are so famil- 
jar, and so grateful, too, I grant, that we are prone to 
forget, not only Him, whose unspeakable goodness 
has made us to differ, but to forget, also, that these 
animating terms, and the glow of patriotism, and the 
love of country if not sustained and cherished by 
sound principles, will become the mere watchwords 
for licentiousness and all misrule. 

I have not made this allusion, sir, for aay purpose 
of severe censorship at this interesting season, when 
1 would far rather mingle in the delightful sympathies 
that the occasion awakens; but, sir, | have given the 
hint, that we may perceive the benignant influence 
of the Sabbath school on this political tendency. 
Yes, sir, every patriot should bless God, for this agen- 
cy that so admirably befits the service—that so wise- 
ly and seasonably meets the wants of our country. 

Opinion is, under Heaven, become the arbiter of 
nations, Power is despoiled of all its mystified inci- 
dents and prerogatives,—The spell of long establish- 
ed systems, of hereditary orders, is broken; and as 
the whole world is moving on from the quiet inaction 
of the one, to the active, restless, and I may add, 
feverish excitability of the other condition what a 
public mercy was it, that the Sunday school should 
come up just as the elements began to quicken, and 
shed its healthful, purifying, forming influences over 
whole masses of mind, that were destined either to 
help forward, or with dreadful energy to desolate the 
hopes of piety and human happiness. 

I certainly shall not depreciate other blessed in- 
strumentalities that adorn our age. I know that the 
pulpit stands at the head of all means to save our 
world. God has exalted it to that noble elevation, 
and there let it stand, the advocate of truth, and the 
faithful witness of God; the angel of his mercy, and 
the consolation of his people. But in its connections 
vith the stability of our political institutcons ; in the 
preservation of the happiest and freest form of gov- 
ernment in the world, the Sabbath school falls not far 
behind the ministty. Indeed, it partakes much of its 
characteristics. It is itself a preacher of righteous- 
ness, and under most effective circumstances. 

The faithful messenger of grace as he ascends the 
pulpit and proclaims his Master's will, meets a pro- 
miscuous congregation, whose numbers encourage all 
unseen resistance to indiscriminate warnings and ex- 
hortations. 

But mark the Sunday school teacher as he pours 
the light of truth on the hearts of his little charge 
with affectionate and lively solicitude: he often feels 
that it must tell on their consciences: he almost rea- 
ches and touches the fountains of thought and sympa- 
thy. The seed may lie long buried, but herein is his 
hope—* Train up a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

He has another pledge. God has said, “My 
word shall not return to me void ;” and no matter 





what impurity of motive may enter into the circula- 
tion of the truth, it shall accomplish all his gracious 
purposes. 

The age on which this influence is exerted is the 
most propitious. Religion and the soundest philoso- 
phy of the mind alike assure us that the best mode of 
having the man as we wish, is to train the child; to 
purify the fountain go up to the spring-head if we ex- 
pect a healthful stream. 

The Sabbath school approaches -vith its instruc- 
tions just when they will sink the deepest and last the 
longest. It makes a sacred depositary of the sound- 
est rules of life, of public duty, of private conduct: 
rules which form the faithful friend, the upright citi- 
zen, the godly man: rules that will found our hopes 
on “the Rock of ages ;” that will raise a shield to 
guard our dearest earthly privileges, and train up a 
generation that we may hope will defend the cause of 
truth and civil liberty when those who train them 
shall have done with the duties and toils of time. 

Sir: such an agency is beyond all human estimates 
of its value. 1 would most cheerfully trust even the 
cold calculations of philosophy, for an approving 
award in behalf of a system, that, from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, brings more than 125,000 teachers, impart- 
ing instruction from the very fountain of light and 
truth, and directing it upon more than one million of 
immortal minds—and this at the very season when 
impressions are most easily and deeply made. What 
madness of hard-hearted infidelity could doubt or 
oppose such an influence ! 

We want no verdict of the schools of philosophy. 
Every heart feels, to day, its value. Here, as we call 
up from the stores of memory the recollections and 
associations of childhood, a thought dropped on the 
heart 20, 30, or 40 years ago, rises to the mind—and 
as we perceive and feel how clear and strong and viv- 
id it is—how fresh its impression, how hallowed by 
time, we all know by certain conclusive conscious- 
ness how unspeakably important are the lessons of 
childhood. 


Here it was a father’s faithful counsels—there it 
was the silent eloquence of a mother’s tear. They 
made a lodgement here that neither the follies nor 
the sins of after years could impair or remove. Late- 
ly I read of a pious youth, who, on examination for 
the ministry, in the history of his life, at that interest- 
ing period of it when he trusted that he felt the pows 
er of religion, in some such terms as these referred to 
the leeding means of his recovery to God. Said he, 
** I trace the causes, under God, to a mother’s faith- 
fulness to my childhood. Yes,” said he, “* the taking 
of my little hand within hers, ([ can almost feel 
still) as she led me to the closet, where she poured’ 
out her soul for my salvation ; the sound of that dear’ 
voice as I would pass her chamber door as she wrese 
tled with the God of Jacob for her child. These— 
these, said he, I mark as among the effective means 
by which the God of mercy led my soul to himself.” 

And the Sabbath school is a kindred agency—it 
ranges by the side of parental instruction—and more 
than 50,000 witnesses of teachers and children con- 
verted to God, from these nurseries of purity, demone 
strate the blessed energy of this scheme of mercy. 

Let every heart bid it God speed, and every hand 
be opened wide in its favor. , 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Wuar A curse! or Jonnny Hopers, THe Buack- 
smMITH. Founded on fact. Number eigth of the Tem- 
perance Tales. 

We have just read this through, and without stop- 
ping to wipe the moisture from the corners of our eyes, 
we say, to every one of our readers that has a sixpence 
to spend, buy it, and when you have read it, give itaway. 
Give it to some child that comes to the door begging for 
old clothes or cold pieces; or give it to some youngster 
that sports his segar, and resorts of an evening to the 
oyster shops; or give it to some “respectable” man, or 
some fashionable lady, too respectable or fashionable to 
kuow much about Temperance societ es; or leave it in 
the bar-room or the sitting-room of a hotel; or throw 
it into some rum-sellers shop, if you can face the 
stench from his door. No matter into whose hands it 
may fall, if it is not read, it will be because it has fallen 
into the hands of some one too ignorant or too drunk to 
read at all. _ 

Curistian Unron; OR AN ARGUMENT FOR THE AB- 
OLITION or sects. By Aspranam Van Dycx, Coun- 
SELLOR AT LAW. 

We do not imagine that this book will accomplish the 
“immediate abolition” of sects among christians ; nor 
was it written with any such expectation. The woik 
is characterized by enlighted piety, and sound common- 
sense, and no christian can read it without profiit,. We 
commend it especially to the members of the last Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and to those 
who next year may come in their places. 


Sprritvat Desrotism. By the author of the Na- 
tural History of Enthusiasm. 

We took up this book with some expectation of dis- 
likiug it, but, on the whole, itis not at all unworthy of 
its author. ‘I'he main poiut indeed is not made out:— 
the writer with all his learning and talents, has not 
shown—certainly not to the satisfaction of any Ameri- 
can mind—that there can be a union of Church and 
State, which shall secure the purity and spirituality of 
religion, or which shall not either make the church a 
mere tool of the government, or throw the government 
into the hands of a priesthood. Bui he has shown, in 
the course of his argument, many other things well 
worthy of attention. For example he has shown that 
the most complete and mischievous spiritual despotism 
may be reared and maintained, where there is no con- 
nexion with the State, and where every payment for re- 
ligious purposes is voluntary. And again, he has illus- 
trated with much power the errors and evils of strict 
independency in church government. Indeed it is re- 
markable that all his objections to what he calls congre- 
gationalism derive all their force from the form in which 
congregationalism exists in his country, and are quite 
inapplicable to the congregationalism of New Eng- 
land. 

A BOOK FOR CONGREGATIONALISTS. 




















days will publish, ‘Tue Practica, Caurcn Mem- 
BER: being a Guide to the Principles and Practice of 
the Congregational Churches of New England.” By 
Rev. Jonn Mircueuy, of Fairs Haven. After a brief 
history of the origin and progress of the denomination, 
and a chapter on its polity, it treats of a large variety 
of practical subjects, relating to Church and Parish af- 
fairs. It will contain about 250 pages 12 mo. 
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paper. 
NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 


ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CON- 
NECTICUT, AT ENFIELD, JuNE 17, 1835. 


From the statement of the several distriet Associa- 
tions, it appears that during the year past, the state at 
large has not been blessed with so extensive revivals as 
in some preceding years; yet in the aggregate the wok 
of grace has been considerable. The sections most af- 
fected by the Divine Spirit, have been the county of 
New London, the northern district of Hartford county, 
the northern district of Litchfield county, and the east- 
ern and western districts of New Haven county. A 
number of churches in these locations, have received 
large accessions. In other parts of the State effects of 
Divine grace, to some extent, have been noticed, and 
additions made to our churches. 

A few places in the western district of New Haven 
county, have been most signalized by a special revival. 
The account of this work cannot be better given than 
in the words of the report from that district. 

“* Some of our churches have been signally blessed, 
and we have reason to rejoice that within a short peri- 
ed, in Milford, North Milford, Yale College, and other 
places within our limits, two or three hundred, as we 
hope, have passed from death unto life. These victo- 
ries of Divine grace, have stimulated many of God's 
— to prayer and effort for a general revival of re- 
igion. 

“Through the great mercy of God, Yale College has 
again been blessed with a powerful work of grace. It 
has been strikingly marked by manifest answers to 
united and earnest and persevering prayer. During the 
winter, the number of academical students commuuing 
with the College church has been about one hundred and 
sixty. A few of these, from ths commencement of the 
winter term, were so deeply impressed with the necessity 
of the Spirit's influence, to deliver from the prevalent se- 
curity in sin, and to renew the heart tu repentance, that 
they continued to meet and pray during the term, though 
they saw no indications of special religious impression 
upon the body of the students. Near the beginning of 
the spring term, they commenced a stated meeting for 
prayer, every evening. The number of those who at- 
tended was, at first, from fifteen to twenty ; but after- 
wards increased to a hundred and fifty. The meeting 
is continued to the present time. In the early part of 
March, a special meeting of the whole church was held, 
to offer united supplications for the influences of the 
Spirit on the College. This was soon followed by 4 
course of frequent preaching, in addition to the stated 
ministrations of the Sabbath; upon which the blessing 
of heaven descended in a very manifest manner. A 
general solemnity pervaded the institution. Numbers 
were deeply impressed with a conviction of guilt; and 
of these, sixty or more have expressed a hope that they 
have cordially embraced the salvation of the gospel. 

solemn attention to the great interests of religion still 
continues ; and especially on the part of those who 
are hopefully pious, who now constitute the major part 
of the whole College. . 

“The means which have been used during the revi- 
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fic assembly, in meetings of the church, and io various 
nailer circles ; preaching specially adapted to the oc- 
casious, religious conversation, and meetings called for 
the purpose of addressing those whose attention was 
more or less awakened to the concerns of the soul.— 
Though the religious interest, has been deep and gener- 
al, there has been no derangement of the regular order 
and literary exercises of the college. Most of those 
who have become hopefully pious, are the sous of pa- 
rents who are professors of religion. 

“ The number of students in the T'heological — 
ment of Yale College is between fifty and sixty. They 
have manifested a deep interest in the revival in the 
college by their prayers and active labors. As there 
has heretofure been no provision to furnish them 
with convevient rooms for lodging and study ; the Chris- 
tian community have lately contributed about eight 
thousand dollars, to erect a building for their accom- 
modation, the foundation of which is already laid.” 

We are pleased to learn from the report of the North 
Association of Hartford county, that ** the Theological 
Seminary at East Windsor, is in a promising state. It 
now contains 16 students; and while it is rapidly taking 
arank among sister institutions, bids fair to become an 
instrument of advancing the cause of Christ in our own 
and heathen lands.” 

Among the evils to be deplored, is a fearful increase 
of the profanation of the Sabbath by travel and vain 
recreation. While looking at this alarming sin, we 
feel some encouragement in the contemplation of adeep 
avxiety, manifestly awakened in the pious, concern- 
ing the desecration of God’sholy day. It is with sur- 
prise we learn that in many of those in which it is ob- 
served, the attendance is very small. While we speak 
of this with pain and trembling, we rejoice to know 
that other churches attend this seasou of devotion with 
great punctually, and make constant contributions to 
foreign missions. Another evil is looked at with dis- 
may—The spirit of innovation and instability perva- 
ding a large mass of our ecclesiastical societies, renders 
the dismission of ministers frequent, and their ministra 
tions comparatively unsuccessful. The enemies of re- 
ligion are encouraged to great intrigue; parishes are 
subjected to much turmoil and much expense ; and the 
want of home with which ministers are threatened, 

ates as a powerful restraint upon an entrance into 
sacred profession. 

Ja general, the churches seem to enjoy peace, though 
some speak of trials; and we rejoice to learn that some 
feel more deeply than ever the importance of discipline. 
Though the congregations are reputed as undiminished, 
mill a conviction seems to be felt that a larger pr »por- 
tion than formerly, of the population of the State, neg- 
lect public worship. 

The several religious enterprises of the day, to which 
both the labors and pecuniary contributions of the peo- 
ple, are devoted, have been well sustained, and we 
think with growing zeal and liberality. 

lntemperance struggles hard to maintain its exist- 
ence in our community, and its avaricious patrons are 
bold and obstinate. The effect of these things is how- 
ever cheering. Reformers are more confirmed in their 
pu » and more active and successful in their labors. 

he commissioners from the General Assembly state, 
that the last year has not been so distinguished for revi- 
vals of religion as many of the preceding years; but it 
is believed that the cause of christian benevolence is on 
the whole advancing. The friends of mission, bible, 
tract and education societies, are becoming more uu- 
merous and more efficient. Sabbath Schools are re- 
garded with extensive favor, and exerting a most prom- 
ising influence. While there is much to deplore, there 
is also gracious evidence of the continued protection 
and care of the King of Zion over the interests of his 
ransomed church. 


The brethren from Massachusetts inform us that al 
though the special energies of the Divine Spirit are net 
generally enjoyed; yet in Bible classes and Sabbath 
Schools over four hundred have been hopefully brought 
into the fold of the great shepherd; that Williams Col- 
lege, and Amberst Ecllege have both been visited with 
Divine influences, that the Theological Seminary at 
Andover continues to enjoy the peculiar smiles of heav- 
en; that the cause of temperance steadily advances ; 
that benevolent institutions are liberally and cordially 
sustained; aod that ia view of the Lord’s mercies they 
have occasion greatly to rejoice. 

From the General Convention of Vermout, we learn 
that of the two hundred and ten churches counected 
with the Convention, ninety-two are feeble, which how- 
ever are anxious to support themselves ; that the Ver- 
mout Domestic Missionary Society is waking up to 
their aid; that revivals have been enjoyed in Middle- 
bury College and in a number of towns in the State; 
that various errors prevail in the waste places ; and that 
there is much occasion for renewed humility prayer and 
resolution in the service of the great Redeemer. 

The General Association of New Hampshire reports 
that within the year past all the churches of one of the 
District Associations, and mauy other churches in the 
State, have been copiously 1:efreshed by showers of 
Divine grace. Seventy feeble societies, receive aid 
from the Dumestic Missionary Society, while fifty-five 
unaided suppor: the gospel. In addition, the affecting 
and appalling fault is stated that New Hampshire con- 
tains one hundred towns in which no ministers of the 
gospel of our denomination is to be found Many of 
these are desolations where formerly flourishing churches 
existed. 

By the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island it 
is reported to us that their churches are increased in 
numbers and activity ; that Home Missions, the Tem- 
perance enterprise, and the Tract distribution, have re- 
ceived a good degree of attention, and have been mark- 
ed with success. 

An ecclesiastical body has been recently organized 
called ** the Congregational Association of the State of 
New York,” and it has at this season been received into 
correspondence with this General Association. Their 
delegate reports that it is one of the objects of the As- 
sociativn to collect the many churches which are yet 
disconnected with any ecclesiastical body, that their 
real situation may be known; that the great objects of 
Christian euterprise are patronised by the churches gen- 
erally ; that a few revivals of a very interesting charac- 
ter have been experienced, that the prospects are con- 
siderea promising to the welfare of the churches which 
had formerly been afflicted by divisions, and that they 
are encouraged by a condition already more favorably 
to their spiritual prosperity. 

On the whole, the review of every year is a review 
of sin, of short comings in ministerial and ecclesiastical 
duty ; but withal a review of the forbearance and lov- 
ing kindness and grace of our God—In him would we 

ut our trust, and with revovated prayer and labor press 
into the duties of another year hoping, at the close of it, 
to sing a new song to the praise of his grace. 





2MANCIPATION. 

Mr. Thomas Higgginbotham of Amberst County, 
Virginia, who died in Pewusey last, left a will in which 
he directed that his slaves, about fifty in number, should 
all be free, provided they should be willing to leave the 
State ; if not, that they should have the privilege of se- 
lecting owners, among his brothers and sisters. A cor- 
respondence concerning them has taken place between 
Mr. Higginbotham’s Executor and the officers of the 
Colonization Society. A letter from the Executor, da- 
ted on the 23d of April, states that all the servants ex- 





cept one man, two women and two children, have elect- 
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ed to accept their freedom on the terms prescribed b 


the will. A farther communication on the subject is 


expected by the Society. 
A gentleman in Buckingham County, Virginia, now 


deceased, left twenty three slaves, with directions in his 
will that they should be hired out until his debts were 


paid, and then be free. His debts have been paid, and 
application has been made on behalf of his Executor to 
the Colonization Society, inquiring whether it will 
-— them to Liberia, on certain terms which are stat- 

A gentleman in the neighborhood of Jonesborough is 
willing to liberate four, perhaps five, slaves, on condi- 
tion of their going to Liberia; and the Society has been 
applied to on the subject. 

A gentleman in Tennessee not long since died posses- 


ed of twenty slaves, whom he manumitted by his will. 


His heirs contested this clause of the will, and it has 


been judicially decided that the slaves should be free on 


condition of their going to Liberia. 
African Repository for June. 
——— 


Auniversaries. 
PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held in the Park Street 
Church on Tuesday, May, 26, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 
The meeting was called to order by Hon. Wituiam 
Reep, of Marblehead, President of the Society, and 
opened with prayer by Rev. Professor Emerson, of 
Andover. 

The Secretary of the Society, Rev. Louris Dwieut, 
then read an abstract of the annual report under the 
following heads. 

Poor lunatics. During the past year the Legis- 
lature of Maine has appropriated $20,000 for the 
building of a hospital for poor lunatics, upon condi- 
tion that an equal sum should be contributed to the 
same object by private benevolence. Two distin- 
guished individuals have contributed, each $10,000. 
im Vermont, a lady, recently deceased, left by will, 
$10,000 for the support of poor lunatics, in Wind- 
ham county, but nothing has yet been done by the 
State. The Aslyum at Worcester in this State, 
since its commencement, has numbered 66 patients, 
of whom 54 have been cured, 6 improved, 2 remain 
stationary, and 4 have died—a success perhaps un- 
paralleled in the history of these institutions. In 
New York State, where it is estimated that there are 
2,400 poor lunatics, noihiag has been done, with 
the exception of the Hospital erected on Blackwell’s 
Islands. 

Imprisonment for Debt. In Tennessee, imprison- 
ment for debt has been abolished, in consequence, as 
is declared by the Chief Justice of that State, of the 
labors of the Prison Discipline Society; the reports 
and writings of the Society having been the means 
of enlightening the public mind. In New Hampshire 
and Maine, the laws on this subject have been so mod- 
ified that imprisonment has also ceased. The recent 
alteration of the law in Massachusetts, has materially 
reduced the number of victims in this State, especial- 
ly in Boston, and no creditors are the poorer in con- 
sequence. In New York there has been no change 
of law, notwithstanding great efforts have been made. 
In Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland, the odious custom continues; in each of 
these States, one man may imprison another for a 

















red in Philadelphia of a long and cruel imprisonment 
for the sum of two cents! and many cases have o¢- 
curred in the same city of imprisonment for sums of 
less than one dollar. Imprisonment for debt was 
abolished in Kentucky ten years since, and after so 
Jong an experience all remain satisfied with the pres- 
ent law. 

Condition of Penitentiaries.—The particulars un- 
der this head, we omit. 

Capital Punishment. Under this head, reference 
is made in the Report to the state of things in Eng. 
land. It appears that of 8,000 condemned to death 
in England and Wales by the courts during one year, 
only 400 have been executed—the unnatural severity 
of the law being the foundation of a regular system 
of commutation and pardons. The moral effect of 
this system of deception is described as notoriously 
bad. The threatenings of the awful penalty of death 
against prisoners, recorded but not executed, becomes 
a farce, exciting in their minds only derision and 
hardihood. In New Hampshire, there are but two 
capital crimes—murder and treason; and in New 
England there are seven. The subject is beginning 
to occupy the serious attention of the British Govern- 
ment, and it is hoped that the day of reformation is 
not far distant. 

Addresses were made by Rev. Dr. Cogswell, Rev. 
Dr. Edwards, Rev. N. Adams, and Rev. S. Holmes. 
Christian Watchman. 


BOSTON ACADEMY OF MUSIC. 


Abstract of the Anuual Report, prepared for the Bos- 
ton Recorder. 

Object.—The object of the Academy is not sacred 
music exclusively, but vocal music of all kinds, sec- 
ular as well as sacred ; that which tends to diffuse a 
chastened cheerfulness around the domestic circle, as 
well as that which elevates the soul to communion 
with her Maker. They regard church music as the 
most important department of the art, but not as the 
whole.—They hope to introduce music into our com- 
mon schools, as a part of popular education.—To 
promote the growth of a correct musical taste, the 
Academy hope to be able to publish, from time to 
time, collections or pieces of music, of good charac- 
ter, in various styles, both sacred and secular. 





principles of music has been given by the professors, 
during the past year, to between 800 and 1000 chil- 
dren, and 400 or 500 adults. The school for gratul- 
tous instruction to children is filled with pupils from 
all parts of the city, and of every religious denomina- 
tion—With regard to adult classes, a growing intet- 
est is observable—owing, in a great measure, to the 
system of instruction introduced by the professors. 
All who have paid attention to it, give it their deci- 
ded preference. , 

Common Schools.—Instruction has been given in 
several, with great success. The teachers testify, 
that it does not interfere with the regular studies, 1s 
an agreeable relaxation, and exerts a happy moral in- 
fluence. No teacher who has once tried it has given 


it up. 
Schools for Teachers in Music.—Last August ® 
number of gentlemen, chiefly from the country, 





debt of a single cent. The case has actually occur- 


sociated to receive instruction from the pfofessors. 
The testimony of these gentlemen is highly favorable 








Juvenile and Adult Classes.—Instruction in the — 
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to the system. They pronounce it superior to any 
other within their knowledge, though some have been 
teachers for years. They express the same opinion 
after testing its utility by giving instruction. 

Choir of the Academy.—lt is in a flourishing con- 
dition, and consists of about 100 members, of both 
sexes, united for their own improvement in vocal and 

jally sacred music. They meet, regularly and 
punctually, with the professors, every week. 

Concerts —Under the directionfof the professors, 
the juvenile classes have given three concerts. These 
concerts with visits to the schools, have convinced 
some who were sceptical, that young children can 
understand the principles of music. 

The Choir of the Assembly have given six Orato- 
rios. The increasing number of the attendants and 
the testimony of judicious critics, bear ample testi- 
mony to the high character of the performances, and 
to the efforts of the professors. The choir has also 
been called upon to furnish music on several public 
occasions. 

Lectures have been given in the church in Battle- 
Square in this city, in Hartford Ct. in New York, and 
inmany other places. The interest excited shows 
what might be done, did other claims on the time of 
the professors permit. 

ublications.—The Academy have published a 
work adapted to assist teachers in communicating in- 
struction in the elements of vocal music, called the 
Manual of the Boston Academy of Music. It em- 
bodies the method pursued in Germany, with such 
modifications as experience has suggested. Any in- 
dividual who can sing, and who understands the com- 
mon rules of music, can introduce it into common 
schools, and even into the family. The demand for 
the work has been very great—The Boston Acade- 
my’s Collection of Music contains a great variety of 
music suited to public worship, both original and se- 
lected, with introductory rules, gcounded on the sys- 
tem taught by the professors. It has been introduced 
into many churches and schools, and it is believed, 
with general satisfaction. 

General Influence.—The influence of the Acade- 
my is extensively felt. Its reports have been read 
with avidity, and its publications met with a ready 
sale. Letters of inquiry have been received from 
persons in 14 different states, Flourishing academies 
have been formed in Portland and in Cincinnazi. Nu- 
merous applications have been received for teachers, 
leaders of choirs, and organists. 

The Hall of the Academy.—The want of a suita- 
ble Hall, has long been a serious embarrassment. 
This difficulty will now be removed. The academy 
have rented the Boston Theater for a term of years, 
and it is now undergoing alterations, which will adapt 
it to the wants of the Acadumy. The part formerly 
used for dramatic exhibitions will be fitted up with a 
powerful organ, for the accommodation of various 
societies and meetings, as well as for the Academy. 
It will also contain smaller rooms, which may be used 
as lecture rooms and school rooms. A religious so- 
ciety has engaged the Hall for worship on the Sab- 
bath, and the other will probably be used for vestries 
and Sabbath Schools. ‘The Academy thankfully ack- 
nowledge valuable contributions from benevolent 
gentlemen towards this object; but there still re- 
mains a deficiency of funds, which they must depend 


arge audience attended the call. 
ley, of the Associate Reformed Church, -vas invited to 
take the chair, and upon doing so a prayer was offered 
by the Rev. Dr. Black, of the church usually called the 
Covenanters. 


From the Sunday Scheol Journal. 
INTERESTING MEETING. 
Pittsburgh, May 20, 1835. 
As a large number of ministers, especially from the 


West, were collected in this city this week, it was tho’t 
a favorable period to present the subject of religious 
education, and the circulation of juvenile books, to a 


ublic meeting. This took place last evening, and a 
The Rev. Dr. Press- 


Mr. Hall, of Philadelphia, stated the object of the 


meeting, and gave a general abstract of the Eleventh 
Report of the American Sunday-school Union. 
rected the attention of the meeting especially to the 
adapteduess of the publications of the society to the 
whole community, and their unrivalled fitness to the 
minds of the uneducated, and those who are not in the 
habit of reading. 
of this class of persons show that their minds are pre- 
pared only for such books as are plain, short and inter- 
esting—the characteristics of juvenile books. 
for =e must be created and cultivated by these 
means, or 

tively useless. 
circulation of these books—ic would raise suciety and 
elevate the common mind. But these books all attract 
the Bible ; they are all founded upon it, and here is a 
source of good influence which, in extent and power is 
unequalled by any other enterprise. ‘These books must 
be sent into families. 
ciences of commun education—they would promote the 
intelligence and moral sense of the people, and open 


He di 


The conversation, humor, and taste 


A taste 


ooks of a different order will be compara- 
This is the patriotic argument for the 


They would remedy the defi- 


their eyes to the dangers of infidelity and spurious 
Christianity. Whilst Koeeland is publishing Voltaire’s 
Philosophical Dictionary in Boston, and the “* Temple of 
Reason” is addad, in Philadelphia, to the host of per- 
nicious periodicals provided for the unthinking ped 
norant, such publications should be seut out in multi- 
tudes that would counteract such an influence, and be 
able, by their attractions, to gain a preference. 

Rev. Mr. Witherspoon, of South Carolinia, remarked 
on the security which the diffusion of Bible principles 
gives for our national, social and moral prosperity. The 
great blessings of freedom are kuown only where the 
Bible has an influence. They exist no where to such 
an extent as in this country whose founders established 
their settlements on Christian principles. It is this that 
has giveu us our national prosperity, and it is the na- 
tional degradation of Europe, where the Bible is 
losing its influence, that is filliug our West with emi- 
grauts. 

The speaker then compared the countries where the 
Bible is known, and where it is unkuown, in the state 
of domestic relations and the state of society. 

The Bible makes men temperate and wise, and reg- 
ulates theircouduct. It will, therefore, make them the 
safest voters. Shall the foreigner with all his foreizn 
influence, coutrol our laws, or the children and youth 
trained up in the word of God and the principles of the 
cospel and of liberty ? 

ev. Mr. Elliot, editor of the Pittsburgh Conference 
Journal, expressed the importance and the safety of 
Christians of all denominations uniting in this work. 
If we survey the principles of the American Sunday- 
school Union, or glance at the practice of its officers, 
or the sentiments of its publications, we shall find suffi- 
cient reason for every evangelical church to wish it God 
speed. It is liberal, but not latitudinarian ; embracing 
every essential doctrine of salvation, but not contenanc- 
ing unsound and unscriptural principles. If its agents 





upon the patronage of the public to supply. 
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have at ary time committed the interests of the society, 
it has been directly in the face of their instructions, and 
the Union should not suffer for their misconduct. He 
said that when he considered the number and variety of 
the publications of the Union, it was to him a matter of 
wonder that God had granted to this generation so 
much of the spirit of Christ as to be able to present 
such an amount of truth as no good man could object 
to placiog in the hands of his family. 
ev. Mr. Gallaher, of Missouri, spoke on the bearing 
of religious reading on the state of society, especially 
as it concerns adults, and the fitness of the publications 
of the American Sunday-school Union for this purpose. 
He referred to books that,were formerly given to chil- 
dren, and said he well remembered the joy with which 
the children west of the mountains received the first 
publications of the society, when, as he said, “* the wave 
of benevolence rolled up the Alleghanies, and breaking 
over its summit, rolled into the valley.” What shall be 
done for the present generation—the multitude of men 
and women now in mature life? They can be reached 
by these books. He had seen the grandmother, moth- 
er and child in the same school learning to read, that 
they might use the books of this society. Children of- 
ten take their books home, and were the means of lead- 
ing their parents to heaven. ‘Thus was “ strength” em- 
phatically ** ordained out of the mouth of babes.” The 
whole stock of reading of many families, without the 
Sunday-school library, would be unfit to instruct or en- 
gage them. These families now are brought into con- 
tact with the first minds of the age ; for many of these 
now devote themselves to the preparation of Sunday- 
school books. 
Judge Darling, of Pennsylvania, made the following 
statement of the 


Effects of Sunday-schools and their books in the Borough 
of Reading. 


In the year 1819 Sunday-schools were first introduced 
into Reading. At that time there was but one church 
where the English language was used, and that was 
composed of not more than fifteen or twenty members, 
and they had no exclusive place of worship. Not a 
single dollar was contributed at that time, out of a pop- 
ulation of six thousand, to any religious or benevolent 
society, except by two individuals, and of course no 
such societies existed among themselves. But a Sun- 
day-school was established, and the following results 
show what connection it has had with the promotion of 
religion. By examining the rolls of the school, it ap- 
pears that three-fourths of all the members of the Epis- 
<opal, Presbyterian, Methodist and Bapsist churches, 
now in the place, were connected with the school. Of 
76 female and 75 male teachers more than two-thirds 
have become pious. Thirteen became ministers of the 
gospel ; one is now a missionary iu Asia Minor, and an- 
other in the Sancwich Islands. One church alone now 
contributes 300 dollars annually to foreign missions ; all 
have Sunday-schools, and there is a school of sev- 
eral hundred children unconnected with any denomin 
ation. 

In this change the library books have been important 
agents’ Without them the schools could not have been 
sustained, They are eagerly sought for by families, 
and were so universaily read that it was difficult to sup- 
ply the demand. ‘They led to habits of reading, to 
which the people were before strangers, and opened a 
demand for other useful works. Instances of conver- 
sion, through this instrumencality, occurred, 

In a district near Reading, a school was established 
about five years ago, which numbered eighty pupils, 
some of whom walked upwards of three miles to attend 
it. Most of them belonged to the families of men em- 

loyed in iron works, who were in the practice of spend- 


books which the children brought home soon effected a 
remarkable change. The parents were as anxious to 

rocure them as the children. They were read aloud 
in the family circle, and one of the superintending work. 
men was so struck with the favorable influence of read. 
ing on the habits of the community, that he took meas. 
ures to procure for their use a stock of useful biographies, 
travels, and works of a kind calculated to fix the atten- 
tion and improve the minds of the men. 

One incident is worth repeating. A girl, seven or 
eight years old, resided with her grandfather, who was 
entirely careless on the subject of religion, and had spe- 
cial prejudices against the American Sunday-school 
Union. He believed it to be a political society, and 
would not touch one of its books. He could not 
overhearing the child as she read her library book at 
home ; and he would unconsciously become interested 
in the work until he heard it avon. Not many 
months passed before he surprised Judge Darling 
with the inquiry whether he could not establish a Sup- 
day-school in a neighborbood that would be more con- 
venient for many of the children. He was encouraged 
and assisted in doing so, and last summer Mr. D. saw 
the old man the solitaryYteacher of a school of forty-six 
scholars in a barn. 

These effects were known and observed by every bo- 
dy in the region. They prove that the Union publica- 
tions are adapted to persons of every age, and that no 
greater good can be done to such a community, than to 
circulate them as extensively as possible. Their bene- 
ficial tendency is particularly seen among the Germans 
in the state, who do not hear English preaching, and to 
whom and their children these works are of the highest 
importance. 

Missronary Map. 


A large and illuminated copy of this map, as published 
by the American Sunday School Union, was kept sus- 
pended durin, the evening. After a short explanation 
of its design had been given, 

The Rev. J. Breckinridge said, the evening is too far 
spent to do justice te the great subject which it sugges- 
ted, and the influence of religious education and juvenile 
books in extending the gospel abroad. The map itself 
was the most overwhelming object he had ever beheld; 
and he should never forget the feelings which he experi- 
enced when he first had the horror of seeing it. It isa 
speaking volume of the moral desolation of the world. 
This society goes to the root of the evil—it throws the 
salt into the fountain. Whatever good is in the “unday- 
school institution at home, belongs to it abroad. The 
expansion of our benevolent societies is a glorious char- 
acteristic of the age. American uo longer signifies that 
ou: efforts are to be limited to our own land ; it now de- 
signates universalbenevolence. We have no right to fix 
a smaller limit. We must pray and labor for the world. 
One hundred and twenty hoazend children are already 
gathered from the heathen world into Christian schools. 
Thus is the way preparing for the other instrumentali- 
ties of the gospel and the establishment of its power in 
the rising generation. A view of this map ought to drive 
conviction of sin into every heart, that has not done, 
and isnot now doing, all it can for the extension of the 
gospel, 

In the absence of the Rev. Mr. Williams, of the Bap- 
tist Church, who was expected to close the services, 
praver was offered, and the benediction pronounced, by 
the Rev. Dr. Pressly, and the large and solemn audi- 
ence retired. 





LONDON ANNIVERSARIES. 
From a correspondent of the Boston Recorder. 
Exeter Hall—getting admittance. Wesleyan Missiona- 
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[June “Gnd wit; income and labors of the Society. Metho-)some reports which 1 had heard at home, years ago. 
effected g | dist Theological Seminary, and influence on the abo-| Certainly one hour, or even half an hour, would have 
Oxious to | {ition of Slavery. Professor Tholuck—University of | been better, when so many speeches were to be 
ad aloud | Berlin—Religion iu Prussia. made, and with so many cheering interruptions, as 
ppg Mr. Eprror,—As the great May anniversaries|we witnessed. The Secretary very ingeniously 
ok a have now commenced in Londor, and as God has | apologized for having detained the meeting so long, 

raphies, brought me safe across the great waters, and is per-| however, telling the meeting that‘ if they would in- 
“ atten. | mitting me to hear what the most important benevo- | sist upon having shorter reports, they must break up 
lent societies have been doing the last year, and to|some of their stations, and recal the missionaries.’ 
seven or | see how they manage at their public meetings, { feel| Besides; it ought in justice, perhaps, to be remarked, 
who was | that you have aright to expect from me some ac- | that as the facilities for circulating missionary intelli- 
had spe- count of their meetings, by the earliest opportunity. | gence here are by no means so great as in the United 
Y-school | The first of them, that of the Wesleyan Missionary | States, the transgression, if it was a transgression, 
= and Society, was held this day in Exeter Hall, one of the | was more excusable than it would have been, either 
vere in the kingdom, which was erected a few years | in Boston, or New York. 
terested ago, expressly for these great and stirring occasions.| -From the report, it appears, that the society now 
t many | Alone end of this magnificient building is a platform | occupies no 'ess than 177 stations, at which are em- 
Darling | considerably elevated above the area in front, and | ployed 260 missionaries, and about 1,560 assistants, 
a Sun- | rising rapidly in several rows of seats, which altogeth- | catechists and school masters, 1,400 of whom render 
re con- | or will accommodate four or five hundred people.— | their services gratuitously. The number of members 
_— These are reserved for the officers of the societies, | at all the stations is put down at 43,300. The con- 
~ saw | the speakers, the clergy, and such other persons, as tributions of the year, including legacies, amount to 
yr | are so fortunate as to obtain tickets for the platform. | £60,365, 7s. 3d. being considerably more than in 
ery bo- The space in front rises in the form of an inclined | any preceding year. The fields of missionary labor, 
ublieg- | Plane, and it is said will hold four or five thousand. | occupied by the prosperous and energetic society, 
that no | To make sure of a convenient seat on the platform | are in Sweden, and Germany, and France and Spain 
thanto | Iwas advised to go atan early hour, and [ entered | —in Ceylon, in New Zealand, in the Friendly Isles 
rbene- | the place at about half past ten o’clock A. M. The | in Southern and Western Africa, in the West Indies, 
srmans | Hall was then filled to overflowing ; and it was said|in North Amorica, &c. &c. The meeting was ad- 
ek that many had been there for hours, for fear of not| dressed by Lord Mount Sanford, Sir Andrew Ag- 
1g finding admittance, by reason of the crowd, which|new,M. P. Rev. John Clayton, the Rev. Thomas 
the experience of former anniversaries had taught | Diury, Rev. Mr. Newton, Rev. Mr. Riley, Rev. Mr. 
Niched them toexpect. No one is permitted to enter on McLean, Rev. Professor Tholuck of Berlin, Rev. 
ope these occasions without a ticket. I should judge that | John Codman, of Dorchester, Mr. Williams, a mis- 
aon full halft he vast audience this morning were females, | sionary from the South Sea Islands and some others. 
and a considerable number of whom I saw on the| Some of these speeches were, 1 am compelled to 
oo far platform. say, more animated, and what we in America some- 
igges- At eleven o'clock, precisely, the exercises com- | times call smart, than serious. A great many very 
veuile menced. When the presiding Elder of the Confer- striking and eloquent remarks were made, as you may 
Pe ence rose to give out the Psalm, there was a slight | Well suppose, in the course of the siz hours which we 
~ 2 capping of hands, in which I believe some of the were detaiped there ; and.of.the. cheering, «clapping, 
yo mivisters participated. Nothing could have been | *t™ping, and the like, 1 had alimos: said, there was 
vedi. more appropriate than the selection, no ead: * ‘Te piatform’ shook under us, and the great 
—~ Methes Schaveifequtdl tuene. hall resounded, and resouated, ‘aid resounded again, 
nday- Ye nations bow with humble joy, &c. by ~ mighty eneigies u:at were then and there 
And really I never recollect to have heard anything|” y.. .. ca . 
chat- ‘nero thrilling than * Old Hundred,’ as it echoed and | gy. nea, eet tie of pzaggeration ; but T do as- 
an Aho «denned on vo asain dain sure you that, ‘ L speak. forth the words of truth and 
- “4 teamed tengo, A tal er A ee Pesos soberness.’ Whether this stvle of celebration, in a 
orld. was then offered by one of the brethren, dering which nosed ante oe Oe aw A comms Oe 
ead the emphatic ‘ : » is another question. oubtless the ver 
the left’ tic amen was heard on the right hand and nm — of the rene communion in 
,tali- Tis prnver : this country, think it is. And if we look simply at 
i on “4 ee ee — present effect, | am quite inclined to think re p 
hive I eal niten Seated oti heasty correctly, When auxiliaries and towns and individ- 
ot sith Geeenthn enaiiineien tehew cnt Gee len uals are mentioned with peculiar emphasis, as having 
t i Tine alee ook « me hw d been remarkably liberal: and when the announce- 
~a SiicenMimid dn cien dim dake Bier ment is received by thousands with thundering ap- 
ices, few brief and sensible remarks, the chairmen called - uss, there are chords in the hemen heart, which 
|, by for the reading of the report by the venerable Sec- will be sere to be touched; and it is even likely 
ad retary, Dr. Bunting. His Jy - & ae enough, that the subscriptions of the next yeer, from 
seemed to electrify the immense throng before’ him the same quarters, will be increased in this way. 
and around him, so that he could not at once pro- But does it savor of the quietness and simplicity of 
tied by reason of the clapping with which he ant the Gospel? I am constrainedto say, it seems to 
. pected. The reading, with such interlades a I have me that it does not. Would Peter and Paul and 
just mentioned : John, and their missionary associates and patrons, 
ae- Gant think war took up nearly two hours. This, I} have introduced this kind of machinery into such an 
ers, was a great mistake. It reminded me of anniversary ? Who can think they would ? 











62 RELIGIOUS IN 





TELLIGENCER. [June 





My objection to what I have heard and witnessed 
to day, in Exeter Hall, is not that religion was left out 
of sight, or brought in asof a secondary importance 
—for this was not the case. The agency of God, 
the atonement and righteousness of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the divine and new creating energy of 
the Holy Spirit, in carrying forward the work of 
missions, were distinctly and continually recognized, 
and I have rarely, if ever, heard better things or bet- 
ter said on any similar occasion. 

But it was perfectly obvious, in many instances, 
when the name of a speaker was announced, from 
the manner in which it was received, both in the hall 
and on the platform, that something very striking was 
expected, and that the individual coming forward did 
not mean to disappoint the expectation. There was 
more than enough of real wit, for such an occasion, 
besides a good deal that passes for wit with the multi- 
tude. The loud and hearty laugh, now and then, 
went round the hall, and in one or two instances, the 
contagion was in some measure communicated to the 
speaker himself. 

I learned before the meeting was held, that the 
Wesleyan connection had been considerably agitated, 
by the establishment of a seminary for the education 
of ministers, within the year—some of their influen- 
tial members being strenuously opposed to what they 
pronounced a dangerous innovation. Many illusions 
were made in the speeches, to the great struggle 
through which, in some districts, they had passed ; and 
many were the congratulations which went round and 
round upon the issue of the struggle. From the feel- 
ings manifested in the Hall, and from what I heard 
out of doors, I am convinced that the great body of 
the Methodist ministers and intelligent laymen are 
decidedly in favor of the new movement ; and the 
only wonder is, that they have so long been content- 
ed without such institutions, as other denominations 
deem essential to their prosperity and usefulness. 
Especially do lL wonder, when | remember who the 
great founder of Methodism .was, and: where .he was 
educated, that: his: foitowers in» Great Britain- have 
been so much afraid of the influence of human learn- 
ing upon their church. ; : 

The most interesting: ficld cf the Soéiety*s labors, 
are the West India Islands. . That their missionaries 
have done immense good thére, no one, 1 think can 
doubt, who knows anything of the facts in the case. 
That they suffered severe persecution during the 
great colonial struggle against the abolition of slavery 
in those Islands, ascertain. Frequent allusions were 
made to that dark period, in the addresses of the 
morning, and many thanksgivings were offered to 
God, for that too long delayed act of justice and hu- 
manity, by whieh slavery has been so recently aboli- 
shed. The society evidently takes great credit to it- 
self, for hastening the day of emancipation ; and from 
the best information I have been able te obtain, I am 
inclined to believe that they are fairly entitled to the 
credit which they claim. 

I have already mentioned Prof. Tholuk as one of 
the speakers ; and I was deeply interested, both in 
the manner and the matterof his address. He speaks 
the English language with great correctness and very 
considerable fluency. He is exceedingly modest and 
unassuming in his manner, and there is a vein of un- 


‘how go to him?” said the young orphan. 


. 


Jesus Christ, in Heaven.”—then, his heart joxf 


exceedingly interesting. The account which he gave 
of the state of yeligion in Prussia, was calculated tp 
gladden every Christian heart. I cannot go into par. 
ticulars in this brief report of the meeting; but | 
confess, that I was no less surprised than rejoiced to 
hear him say, that all, or nearly all the Professors jg 
the University of Berlin are decidedly evangelical— 
that at least one third part of the people of that cap. 
ital are with them, and that the pure gospel of Chris 
is earnestly and successfully preached in many parts 
of the kingdom. 

To morrow the Church Missionary Society hold 
its annual meeting in the same Hall, and I shall 
endeavor to give you some account of it in my next. 

Yours, &c. 


London, May 4, 1835. 


AN ORPHAN’S LETTER TO THE SAVIOUR, 
[Translated for the Vermont Chronicle.] 

We borrow the following account from La Feuille 
Religieuse du Canton de Vaud. 

A young lad, of C » in Germany, had just 
lost his father, and by this sad event found himself 
without the means of continuing his education. His 
great desire was to enter into a school founded by the 
pious Christians known hy the name of Moravians, 
This was also the wish of his mother. But one, who 
is destitute of money, or friends, of patronage, poor 
and unknown, has little to expect from this world, 
Happily for the young orphan, he had heard of him 
who “ is rich toward all of them that call upon him;” 
of the friend of the unfortunate ; of the great and 
mighty Lord who disposes of the gold and the silver, 
as he does of hearts, according to his good pleasure; 
of Jesus, who has said “* Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the king- 
dom of Heaven.” 

The boy reposed the most implicit confidence in 
this gracious Saviour. He believed in him, and he 
felt himself strongly impelled to apply to him. M = 
“ Ww 
iust write him a letter, in which I will tell him the 
whole.” This he did in nearly these words: 

‘“* My dear Lord Jesus Christ, I have lost my fath- 
er. Weare very poor. But lo! thou hast said in 
thy Word that ‘ Whatsoever we ask of God in thy 
name, he will give it us.’ I believe what thou hast 
said, Lord Jesus. 1 pray thee then, my God, in the 
name of Jesus, to supply my mother the means of 
placing me in the Moravian Institute. I want so much 
togoon with my education. I pray thee therefore, 
good Jesus, do this. I love thee already; but I 
shall love thee afterwards still more. Give me wi 
dom, and every good thing. Farewell,” &c. 

He folded the letter and directed it to ‘* Our Lord 








with hope, he carried it to the post-office. The Post 
Master, seeing the superscription, supposed it was 
written by some distracted person and cast it aside.— 
When his work was done, however, he took it again 
examined the hand-writing, and observed that it was 
that of a child. He opened it and was much affec 


at reading this infantine prayer, which he communi- 


cated to a Moravian of his acquaintance. The latter 
read it in a meeting of the brethren, The Baron de 
la Lippe, who was present, thought he saw 0 the 
circumstances an appeal addressed to him by fF 





affected piety running. through the whole, which is 
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Saviour. He took the orphan under his protection 
and placed him in the Institute he had desired. Thus 
after all, the letter reached its destination—Arch dy 
Christ, Feb. 14, 1835. 


Revivals. 


tgs Abridged from the Boston Recorder. 
REVIVAL IN AMHERST COLLEGE. 
The deep interest that is felt by Christians in the re- 
jous condition of our literary institutions, seems to 
make it a duty for those who have the management of 
them, from time to time, to give an account of their 
spiritual state. It is chiefly this consideration that 
the following brief statement respecting Am- 
Oa College. 





We meution here for the encouragement of Chris- 
tians, that the annual concert of prayer for literary in- 
stitutions, on the last Thursday of February, never pass- 
es by without exerting a powerful effect upon this insti- 
tution; even though what is usually called arevival does 
notfollow. There is, however, a work of God, which 
wehave experienced in this seminary almost every 

since it was founded, which is abuadantly needed 
ja all the churches, but for which, we fear, Christians 
have not prayed enough, nor been thankful enough 
when it has beenenjoyed. We refer to a revival among 
Christians. 

Atthe commencement of the last term, it was evi- 
dent that some Christians had begun to set their faces unto 
the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplication with 

ing and sackcloth and ashes, for a revival of religion. 
God had been rebuking us repeatedly by removing, on 
account of ill health and other causes, one and another 
of the permanent officers of the Institution; and it be- 
game necessary for the President, also, to leave for a 
season on a voyage to Europe for the recovery of his 
exhausted energies. And Satan, too, seized upon this 
time of trial, and violently attempted to revive his work. 
But although he adopted measures, which in this com- 
munity were emphatically new, such as disturbing reli- 
gious meetings by fire-works, he succeeded in enlisting 
buta very few on his side; and when the faithful exe- 
cution of the laws of the College had removed these 
from the Institution, the power of God’s Spirit became 
decidedly manifest, and the work went steadily though 
slowly forward to the very last day of the term, a peri- 
od of six or eight weeks. 

The number of those who were destitute of a hope 
at the commencement of the wark, did not exceed fifty ; 
aud not less than one third of these professed to have 
yielded their hearts to God. But it was clear that the 
work was most thorough among professed Christians ; 
several of whom were brought under deep convictions, 
and yielded at length their hearts anew (some probably 
for the first time) to the Saviour. 

In every revival which we bave ever witnessed, there 
have existed certain peculiarities, which belong to no 
other; and which seem inexplicable without reference 
to the will of God. Some peculiarities we noticed in 
this work. 

For a revival in College, it was remarkable for the 
Meadiness, uniformity, and permanence of religious feel- 
ing. Those acquainted with such institutions are aware 
that there is a strong tendency to deep excitement for 
asbort period, which is usually followed by the stupor 
of exhausted sensibility. But it did not seem to be so 
im this instance. The influence of sympathy ap- 
peared to be exceedingly small. Almost every man 
seemed to feel that he had a work to perform alone, 
between God and his soul, and nearly all the cases of 
fonviction were insulated, aud a great deal of prayer 
and effort by the whole church seemed necessary to bring 
tach one to submission. Usually, as a term diaws near 


to a close, the aitention is apt to he diverted ia a meas- 
ure, even if a revival has existed; but although our 
meetings were unusually numerous, yet the last one 
seemed as fully attended, and as deeply solemn as at 
any other time. We could not but hope, that 200 young 
men going forth into the community with such a spirit 
as they seemed to , would do some good. Wheth- 
er they will brin Pack such a spirit, with which to be- 
gin the studies of a new term, which commences to-day, 
remains to be seen. 

We have made it a rule not to interfere at such a sea- 
son with the regular College exercises, except in an ex- 
treme case. We adhered to this rule in the present ia- 
stance, except some seasons devoted to fasting and 
prayer. This rendered it necessary to be economical of 
time: and we adopted the plan, in some instances, of 
holding meetings, say of 10 or 12 professing Christians, 
in which every individual was urged to express his feel- 
ings. ‘Though this course was taken through necessity, 
it seemed eatly in the revival to be more powerful in its 
influence than private conversation. Later in the revi- 
val, a number of individuals on a certain day visited all 
the professors of religion, with the resolution not to 
leave them till they had solemuly promised to renew the 
consecration of themselves to God. This seemed to 
give a new impulse to the work. Another course that 
seemed to be blessed was, for an officer during the day, 
to visit all the members of a class, converse with them 
ou the subject of personal religion, and affectionately 
invite them to a meeting in the evening, which he should 
conduct. 

A literary institution affords a better opportunity than 
almost any other community, for watching the progress 
of a revival. The slightest breath of feeling moving 
there, is as easily discovered as the gentlest breeze upon 
the surface of the ocean. And we have often witness- 
ed most striking confirmation during a revival in Col- 
lege, (but never more strikingly than during the last one,) 
of the truth, so firmly believed by Christians, that the 
spirit of God descends iv answer to prayer. Full often 
have we been able to predict the character of an inqui- 
ry meeting, by ascertaining the state of Christians dur- 
ing the day that preceded it. If with them it was a day 
of great anxiety and prayer, we were almost sure to 
find new cases of conviction, or the hopeful conversion 
of some previously awakened. But if it was a day of 
quiet and rest with Christians, every thing in respect to 
the conversion of sinners would be found in the evening 
atastand. This connection between cause and effect 
is doubtless as real in every communion during a revival; 
but no where perhaps,so manifest as in College. 

Upon the whole, this revival has been one of deep 
interest: and we earnestly eutreat Christians to remem- 
ber the College in their prayers, that the fruits of the 
work may be found to be of the most permanent 
character; and that we may continue to feel during 
the present term, the special influence of the Holy 
Ghost. In the name of the Faculty, 

Epwarp Huwcucock. 
Amherst, June 3, 1835. 
EE Ee mmm 
Obituary. 
‘Man giveth up the ghost, and whereis he?’ 
DIED. 

In this city, on the 21st inst., of consumption, Miss 
Harriet Cook, aged 36. Death came not unexpected 
nor unwelcome. The hope of salvation through Je- 
sus Christ sustained her in a trying hour, and all was 
peace. Like the closing hour of a cloudless summer's 
day, her sun went down in glory. 

In this city, on the 18th: inst. Dr. Asa Bamford, 

















aged 45. 
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GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT. 

This venerable body held its annual meeting at En- 
field last week, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Rev. Pres. Day was Moderator; Rev. T. F. Davis, and 
Rev. T. L. Shipman were scribes. The associational 
sermon was preached by Rev. A. S. Atwood of Mans- 
field. ‘The Annual Narrative of the state of religion 
will be found on another page. 

Fiom a friend who was present we have received the 
following notices. 

“The meeting was perhaps the largest assembly of 
ministers which I have ever witnessed on such an occa- 
sion. And generally, it was marked not only with 
harmony, but with that sort of spirit which is most 
likely to do good to the people among whom the meeting 
is held, and tw send home the ministers refreshed and 
profited by their intercourse with each other. 

The meeting of the Education Society on Tuesday 
evening, and thatof the Home Missionary Society Wed- 
vesday evening, were well got up. On Wednesday at3 
P.M. the Association united with the church in Enfield, 
aud with a great coucourse of ministers and Christians 
from other places, in public worship aad iu the celebration 
of the Lord’s supper. Pres. Day preached from Jude v. 3 
—Contend earnestly for the faith, &c. He remarked that 
if the apostle were now to survey the condition of the 
churches, he would vot find any want of contention about 
the faith, nor would he be likely to complain that there is 
uot sufficient earnestness in these contentions, though 
probably there might be a question whether the parties 
are contending for the faith once delivered to the saints. 
From some such introduction the preacher proceeded to 
discuss the duty of contending for the faith, in a style 
which, without any direct allusion to existing or recent 
controversies, was well calculated to instruct and re- 
prove contentious and factious partisans of whatever 
name, who are desirous of dividing the churches on 
questions of philosophical theology. 

* The Lord’s Supper was administered by the venera- 
ble Dr. Perkins, (who is now, if I mistake not, in the 
sixty-fourth year of his pastoral work,) aided by the 
Rev: William Mitchell of Vermont, and the Rev. T. 
T. Waterman of Rhode Island. The lower floor of 
the large meeting house was crowded with communi- 
cants, while the galleries were filled with spectators. 

‘* Last year a proposal was made by some who seem 
to love innovation, to set aside Dr. Dwight's psalmody, 
now used iy our churches on the recommendation of the 
General Association, and to recommend Greene and 
Mason’s compilation in its place. ‘The matter was re- 
ferred to a commitiee, who reported against any action 
on the subject; and after considerable discussion the re- 

. port wa aly ad>ptd It was pleasant to see so gen- 
eral a ition to adhere to our own oxcellent 
book. 

** One topic iv the narrative occasioned some discus- 
sion} and it was one which ean hardly fail to awaken 
some unpleasant feeling every year, till some frank 
brotherly and satisfactory explanations shall have been 
made iy the pope quarter. What shall be said about 

e 





questton, so long as the Pp designs, and hopes of irs 
supporters are stadiously kept back from the General 
Associatian. What isthe Pastoral Union? What rela. 
tion does it sustain to the churches? Why was the East 
Windsor Seminary founded ? How is it to be sustained? 
On these points information is wanted—full and expli- 
cit; and till that information is communicated to the 
General Association, how caa it be expected that the 
Association will know what to say on the subject? 

“In regard to the Saybrook Platform and Confession, 
a proposal was made first for a Committee to superin- 
tend a new edition; and when that motion had been 
indefinitely postponed, it was proposed to vote an ad- 
herence to ioe Confession and Platform as of standard 
authority. ‘This motion also was indefinitely postponed 
by a very large vote,—but not till some speeches had 
been made, which showed vw hat blundering ideas some 
men have about the opinions of their brethren and the 
practice of their own ecclesiastical bodies, Really; 
some of those brethren who have formed a new organi- 
zation of ministerial counsels and influences, and adopt- 
ed a newcreed, aud set up a new school of divinity, think 
that they only hold the faith of the Catechism and of 
the Savoy Confession! One brother declared that the 
Saybrook Platform is the only Constitution of the Gen- 
eral Association. This may be true ; but it seemed to me 
not very courteous to say so, when the very Moderator 
to whom the words were addressed, not being a ,* pas- 
tor,’ held his seat in violation of that Platform. 

“I was altogether dissatisfied with the manner in 
which this question was disposed of. The question, 
what is the relation of that book to our churches, and 
to our particular and General Associations, ought to be 
met and answered. I for one would willingly appoint 
the very brethren who have brought this business for- 
ward, to investigate the question and make report. The 
fact is our alliange with Presbyterianism, has half dis- 
organized our Congregational institutions.” 


TO THE CLERGY THROUGHOUT THE U. 8. 

Fourta or Juty.—The Managers of the American 
Colonization Society respectfully remind the Ministers 
of the Gospel of every denomination, who are consid- 
ered as among the best friends of the Colonization cause, 
that the Society continues to rely on their annual re- 
membrance of it, ob the Suaday immediately preceding 
or following the day on which our ludepeudence was 
declared. ‘Though some of the churches, whose con- 
gregations are not large, may make but small collections, 
yet when these kind offerings are added togethe1, they 
make a handsome amount, and will be the means of 
annually placing a number of deserving emigrants, and 
their descendants, in a state of comfortable independ- 
ence. Money collected at this season of the year, is al- 
so received in good time to aid the Society in sending 
out emigrants to the Colony in the fall, so that they 
may arrive in Liberia soon after the commencement of 
the dry and healthy season. 


The New Congregational Church in North Haven 
will be dedicated on Wednesday, July Ist. Exercises 
to commence at 3 o’clock P. M. 











The Anoual Meeting of the Female Education Se- 
ciety of New Haven will be held at the house of Tim- 
othy Dwight Esq., on Wednesday, July Ist, at 3 oclock 
P. M. 

The Rev. Dr. Taylor will preach in behalf of the Fe- 
male Education Society, next Sabbath evening, in the 























East Windsor Seminary ?—will always be a perplexing | Center Church. 
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